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speak and write Chinese, and they found out what Merchandize belonged
to those Villains, which I took on board of my Ship, among which was my
80 Chests of Copper., and 200 Peculs of Toothenague, with my own Mark
on them. I drew out a fair Account, and sent them with a Letter of
Advice, that I had received but one third Part of the Balance due to me,
but upon their fair dealing with the English for the future, I would forgive
the rest, but if they continued to act like Villains, I would prosecute my
Resentment till I had recovered the last Peny of my Balance.

When I gave (lie King of Johore an Account how they had used me in
China., he woiidred that I did not seize all the other Merchant Goods that
were in the Jonk, and sell the Men for Slaves. So having ended this
short Digression to Johoie,

I return back to Canton, to give an Account of my Observations on that
fine City and Country.

CHAPTER LI

Some Observations and Remarks on the Province and City of Canton or Quantung, and of the
Province q/"Fokien, with some Occurrences that happened there.

CANTON was once a Kingdom of it self, and was called Nangvee.
It had been several Times conquered by the Emperors of China,
and shak'd off the Yoke when they found Opportunity. At last,
about three Centuries ago, it was subdued and made a Province of China.
It borders on Quansi to the Westward, Kiangsi to the Northward, Fohen
to the Eastward, and the Ocean washes about 100 Leagues of its Coast
to the Southward. The Country is as pleasant and profitable as any in the
World. The Ground yields two Crops a Year of Rice, Wheat, and Legumen.
The People are ingenious, industrious, and civil, but are too numerous,
which makes them tolerate a base and cruel Custom, that when a Man
thinks he has too many Daughters, he may destroy as many as he pleases
of them, but they do not kill them outright, but serve them as Moses was
in Egypt, by laying them on an Ark of Reeds, and letting them flote on
the Stream of a River, while they are Infants, and if any charitable
Persons see them, and commiserate their Condition, they may take them
out, and bring them up as their own, either for Marriage, Concubinage,
or Slavery.

The abominable Sin of Sodomy is tolerated here, and all over China,
and so is Buggery, which they use both with Beasts and Fowls, in so much